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Mark Your Calendar

chlnesclag, November §O’ch Christmas in New Englancl

Kenneth Turino will sPeak on "Christmas in New Englancl" with illustrations and
dcscripﬁons of the years 1770-1900 on chncsdag, November 30th at 7:00 PM at
the Dover Library. He will trace the celebration of Christmas from the time it was
outlawed in 17th Century New England through the beginning of the 20th Century .
Kenneth Turino, is Manager of Exhibitions at Historic New England.

Sunclay, December 4th Annual Ho|ic|ay OPcn House

You are invited to the Society’s annual Holidag Open House on Sunclag,
December 4th from 2 to 4 PM at the Cargl House. Come “see” the house all deco-
rated for the holidaﬂs, visit with friends and neighbors and erjog seasonal music
bﬂ Diane and Michael Jones. Children’s activities are Planned and refreshments will

be SCI’\/CC{

chncsdag, I:cbruary 1st, 2012 Museum of Fine Arts Tour

The Society will sponsor a guided tour of the Highlights of the Arts in America
F‘ebruar9 Ist, 2012 from10:00 to 1”30 AM. Payment of $28 for adults and $26 for
Seniors will be due at the door bg check, Visa, Mastercard or American Express.
ParticiPants must arrive at 9:50 AM for check-in at the Linde Fami!9 Entrance.
Lunch at the Museum’s Bravo Restaurant is not included in the ticket Price. For

reservations, contact Clare Burke at 508-785-1%57 or clareburke@comcast.net.



Thursclag, March 29,2012 Annual Meeting of the Society

The Annual Meeting will be T]nursdag, March 29 at 7Pm at the Dover Librarg.
Steve Marini, Professor of Rcligion, Wc”cslcy Co”cgc, will share his research on
Who Was the Reverend Berjarnin Caryl? He is writing a PamPHct on Berjamin
Cargl, Dover's first minister, in corjunc’cion with the Dover Church's 250th

anniversary 5ear.

The President’s Message

As alocal historian it is easy to think of Dover as a world unto itself, a small
Farming community in which generations lived and died, marrying their neighbors
or PcoPle from adjacent communities, and venturing further afield onlg in time of
war. In point of fact, however, Dover’s sons and dauglnters have alwags been

leaving in search of greener Pastures.

One Particularlg interesting manifestation of this adventuresome spirit is found
in the California Gold
Rush. The cliscoverg
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ing miners to a territo-
ry with an existing non-native Population of less than 1,000 Peoplc. Dover, for
comParative purposes, had an 1850 Population of 631. It was not ajourncg Iiglntlg
or easilg made — New Englandcrs tgPicang went by shiP rather than across the
countrg (the transcontinental railway was not comPlctcd until 1869), either sai]ing
around Cape Horn or disembarking at Panama and risking disease crossing the
Isthmus bg mule and canoe, onlg to re-embark on the Pacific side and sail north
to San Francisco. Thcjourney alone took between five and cight months

to comP|ctc.



In Dover Farms, local author and town historian, Frank Smith lists the names of
28 Dover men and 2 women who made the arcluousjourneg to California Prior to
1860. Picking up the gcncalogical trail of our former townsmen is a difficult tasl(,
as many seem to have simplg vanished. In some cases, however, their names are

su{:f:iciently distinctive as to be unmistakable.

On SCPtember 13, 1849 the San Francisco newspaper Alta California rePortecl
the death of ithamar W]'witing, age 56 and late of TcPic, Mexico. W]’ﬁting was born
in Dover on APril 13,1791 as the sixth son of Aaron Wl’liting, a prosperous farmer
and businessman. The adventuresome spirit of the Whiting Familg seems to have
been undeterred as Ithamar’s nephews Smith and Ruggles L. W[’lf’cing made their
ownjoumegs to the go!d fields in 1851 and 185%. Both remained in CaliFomia,
Ruggles in San Francisco and Smith in Stockton.

As with so many of the Fortgminers, great wealth seems to have eluded the
Whiting brothers. The 1870 Census lists Smith’s occuPation as dragman, the l9’ch
century equivalent of a truck driver, and voter regjstration records for 1878 tell us

that Ru%]es’ was makinga living asa carpenter.

Several of our I:ortg—nincrs returned to Dover. However, thcg have left few
clues as to their activities in the go|d fields. we lmow, for examplc, that George
Ellis Chickering left Dover for California in 1857 and returned in time to be listed
again as a Dover resident and farmer in the 1860 Census. Given the time rcquired
to make the 'ourneg out and back, we may infer that Chickering’s time there was
brief. Later in life he Purchasecl and bequeathed to the town the Property now
known as Caryl Park.

As always, | am gra’celcul for your continued interest and suPPor‘t,

Elisha Lee



Caryl House

[’)erjamin Carg|‘s Hlame stitch wallet is one of the treasures of the Cargl House
and a fine examPle of the quuisite stitcherg for which 18th century New Englancl
women were famous. Clot!'ling with fine needlework decoration became ]’n'gh
fashion in England in the mid-18th century and the fad sPrcad to the colonies.
Arguably the finest needlework ever done in America was created 53 upper mid-
dle class women from 1700-1780. Our Sarah Cargl) who created this wa”et, could
hold her own with the best of them. A widow of some means and stature in her
own right when she entered her second marriage, Sarah knew that an elcgant
Pockc’cbook was a status sgmbol for a colonial gcntlcman, and that it had utilitg
in connoting his social standing in the rural 4th Parish of Dedham.

Owing to its Fragﬂe con&ition, the wallet has rarelg, if ever, been exhibited. The
Dover Church celebrates its 250th anniversarg in 2012, measured from 1762, the
year Rev. Caryl acccPtecl its call. This scemed the Pcnccct occasion to under-
take the stabilization and conservation of this spccial artifact. The walletis cur-
rentlg in the skilled hands of Deidre Windsor, a textile conservator of renown
who makes her home in Dover. Come sPrfngv it will be on disPlay at the Car5|

House.

But first we celebrate this season of t]nanksgiving. 2011 has offered a full and
generous harvest to the Cargl House. It witnessed the collective effort of DHS
!eac{crship and town officials to attract world-class talent to assess the current
condition of the House and to recommend initiatives to meet its future needs.
Moreover, in a time of economic distress, the Town Meetinggenerouslg and
unanimouslg voted the Fun&ing to suPPort this work. The historic restoration of
the Cargl loom Fo”owcc{, bringing warmth and Vitalitg to the Kitchen Chamber.
We are thankful as well to the dozens of you who this year contributed to the
future of the House with a donation of historic artifacts, skill, time, ideas or

financial suPPor‘t.



Please come to the Cargl House on December 4th to kick off your holiclag sea-
son with festive clecora’cions, sweet treats, seasonal music and Fe”owship. i you
wish to Participatc in the decoration of the house for this occasion, Plcasc give
me a call at 508-785-1190.

Barbara H. Palmer

Curator, Caryl House

Sawin Museum

As some of you know, Sawin has been the un|ucl<5 reciPicnt of the effects of
several Iightening strikes this year. The last one did cluite a bit of damage, among,
other things, waing out the well pump and water tank, both of which had to be
replaced. We are in the process of exP!oring installation of Iightening rods to

Prevent any further instances of this tch,

The fortunate side of this situation, strangelg enough, is that it affected the
comPuter's Per{:ormance, as we”, andasa result, we have been able to geta
“new” (refurbished) comPuter. This is a wonderful cleve|opment as it will allow us
to have folks work on the com[:)uter remotelg, which will not on!g be convenient

for us, but will hopegung broaden the access of volunteers to do Projccts

Hf someone is interested in a sPecial Prcject, chen&ing on the Prcﬁect‘s scope
and needs, theg can be given a Password and access to the necessary files, and
will be able to work on the Prcjec’c from the comfort of their home. It is our hope
that this will broaden the availabilitg of volunteers, while also Provicling us with
valuable assistance with some of the many Prqjccts that are available. We
encourage anyone interested in cloing some volunteer work to contacti us }35
Phone or email, and we will be g|ad to discuss with you what type of Prcjcct you
mig['xt be interested in working on.

We are, also, very Pleased to say that Richard Freimer's Eagle Scout Project
dcvclopinga QR code program which will tag the historical builclings in Dover
Centeris Proceeding‘ DePcnding on the comPlexitg of the program, for the team
of Scouts who will be assisting Ric]ﬁard, it may be cxPandecl to include historical



sites outside of the Center. This Prcy’ect will link the tags to info on a website that can
be accessed bg the viewer bg their cell Phone. It will allow the Par’ciciPar\t to completc
as much, or as lit‘clc, of a tour of Dover's I’uistorg, taldng into account variables such
as interest, time, weather, or energy constraints. This is a wonderful devclopmcnt and
we are grate)cul to the Bog Scouts for another Eagle Scout Project that will enhance

our Town.

Sawin Museum continues to have the wonderful support of the Girl Scouts, as well.
Old Home Day was made cxcePtionaHH Fabulous, with their culinary contributions to
the Great Historical Bake Sale. Thcg manned the tablcs, serving coffee, tea, cider
and baked goocls to citizens who came to “The Sawin Cafe’, and relaxed with won-
derful Periocl music provic{ecl 139 McGregor McGehee. T]’reg also acted as docents on

all three floors of the Museum throughou’c the dag, a service which was invaluable.

We invite anyone with an interest in historg, a need for COMMUNITY HOURS for
schoo|, Scouting activity oPcnings, or a desire to become involved in the Town, to
contact us to explore Possible oPPor‘tuni’cies to volunteer. We welcome your visits to
Sawin Museum, and think you will be surprisedl

Fay Bacher

Curator, Sawin Museum

Call for old Home Dag

Voluntccrs

Here’s a wonderful oPPortunitg to he|P the Dover Historical Societ9 while leaming

about Dover’s rich History.

Old Home Day volunteer oPPortunitics include worldng on the Craft Fair, An’ciquc
Car Show, Children's Field Day, Grange Supper, Event Publicitg, Set-uP/Take—
down, and Planning. This is the Primarg Fundraising event for the Dover Historical
Societ9 and we need more Peop]e to help with these efforts. The Program booklet
(sent out to all in Dover) attracts sponsors, Provicies historical content and informs

the commur\ity of the clay's activities.

Whether you can volunteer Forjust a few hours on the dag of the event or make a

Iongcr term commitment, this is a great way to get involved. For further



Two New Publications

Have you seen the new guiclcbooks Pubhshed by the Societg this year?
Theg are companions to the Final Edition of Dick Vara’s Dover Days Gone By
which came out last year and were funded in Part bg a generous grant from the

Dover Cultural Coundil.

The first, “Dick Vara’s Dover: ExPloring

Dick Vara’s Dover

the Center”, is a wa”<ing tour of about 1-

Dover DAys
GoNE By

AN ILLUSTRATED HISTORY
 Hgjis Shre

1/2 miles around the center of town. It

begir\s at the Caryl House, goes down
Dedham Street to the churches and back
on SPringda|c Avenue and Centre Street

Exploring
the Center

Dick Vara's Dover stoPPing along the way at19 different
]

locations. Kegecl to various stories and

wz sections in the book, it Provides an

Richard Hart Vara E .
Electa Kane Tritsch, Editor overview and baCl(grOUnd OF scenes we

FINAL EDITION Explori ; ;
By)C(BBuom,rniIflﬁ PaSS by Clall\lj anCl Probablg ‘(nOW Ilttlc or

nothing about.

The second booklet which was Pubhshecl this fall and first introduced at Old
Home Day is “Dick Vara’s Dover: Exploring By Car, Boat, on Foot”. This is a bit
more ambitious guicle which looks at five separate locations in town, giving infor-
mation about activities that are no longcr visible but were once very vibrant and
imPor‘tant aspects of our past. It, too, is kcgcd to the main book which gives
much greater detail and baclcground of each Place: Bliss’s Corner, Sawin’s
Grove and Dover Bridges, Charles River Vi”age, Larrabee Farm and the Dover
Dig, and lastlg Noanet Woodlands and Powisset Farm. In most cases, toclag you
can drive 59 — or wander bﬂ — these Places and never guess how interesting and

imPortant thcy once were.

Both gufdebooks and Dover Dags Gone BH are available at Dover Marke’c, from
each museum, and bg Phone: 508-785-18%2. In addition, there are still a few
hardbound, limited edition, numbered coPies of the book available: call 508-
785-0567.

it you are looking for the Permcect ghct for the holic{ags for your Familg members

or |ong lost Dover Friends, these books are the Permcect solution.



Second Annual Preservation Award

The Dover Historical Society promotes awareness of our historic sites
and celebrates those who choose Preservation. Do you have a favorite
old house or a restored garclen, field, or woods? If so, Please comP]ete
the casy nomination form below and return it to DHS, Box 534, Dover or

email your choice to DHSI1895@a0l.com. The deadline for suggestions is |
Februarg 2012. For additional inFormation, email DHSIS?i@ao].com.

Dover Historical Socictg Preservation

Award Winner
201 -1 Pegan Lane

Nomination Form

Second Annual Preservation Award

Name of Owner

Address

. restoration of a historic home or builcling

. aPProPriate clesign of an addition at a historic location

. re-creation of a historic lan&scape

Jill French  Priscilla Jones Sara Molgncaux Charlotte Surgenor



