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Come Onet Come All
T o the Society's Annual [Holiday Party
Sunday, December 9" from 2 to 4 p.m.
At the Caryl House, festively decked out for the occasion.
FFind joy in the fellowship of friends and in the magic of song,
Caroling led this year by

Christophcr K eene, Choral Director at the [Dover Shcrbom
chiona] High 5c|1001.

Goodies to [ at and Drink and SPcci31 Activities for the Kids.




777(3 f> resident’s Lcttcr

Rodman Fond sits)ust south of the intersection of l‘"‘ligh Street and | owder Street in
Dedham, its shoreline dominated by a !arge estate sugiciently removed from the street as to
be [arge!y invisible. J's an isolated spot even toc{ay and must have been that much more so in
the winter of 1661 when 8 year old Lﬁclia Fisher made her way south from her gamily’s home
on | owder Street carrying food for two men who were hidden in the woods nearby. fﬂistorg
does not tell us her thoughts on that night ~ she may well have been Puzz]ed, for her gather,
Captain Danie] Fisher, was a Selectman and Prominent gigure in Dec”’iam and an uniikely
person to be harboring Fugitives. There is much that we do not know, for the secret with which
she had been entrusted was of such imPortance and the c{anger so great that it was never

documented and the story has survived largelg through Fami]g !egcn&

[Her ovcrnight visitors had arrived in Boston from Englanc{ a year before. Gcncra[ I dward
Wha”cy was a Farliamentarian cavalrg officer c{uring the E_nglish Civil War and a cousin to
O]ivcr Cromwe”, the late Lor& Frotector of the Commonwca]th of England, Scotlanc{, and
Ire[ar\d, Wha”cy’s travcling comPanion was his sor\~in~law, Wi”iam Goffe. The two men were
among the 59 Commissioncrs who had signcd the death warrant of King Charles | in 1649.
With the restoration of the monarchy in 1660 the surviving Commissioners became the most
wanted )Cugitivcs in Britain. Ten were aPPrehcnded, hangcd, drawn and quarterec{ }39 a
vcngepu] King C]ﬁar!cs || and another 19 sentenced to Jife imPrisor\mcr\t Olivcr Cromwc”’s
body was c{isintcrrcd, hung Posthumous[y at Tgburn ga”ows, and then beheaded. Wl"ua”cy
and Goucucc s[iPPcd out of the countrg and made their way to Bostor\ days ahead of Koyalist
agents armed with an arrest warrant. While welcomed }33 the Furitan leaders of the
Massachusctts Bag Colong their presence Prescr\tcc{ avery real risk to a colong that owed
its continued existence to a rogal charter as well as the risk of imPrisonmcnt and death for
those who grantcd them asglum (/lnab]c to remain, Wl‘ua”cg and Go)clcc continued south to
the New [Haven Colong where thcg were initia”y harbored bg one of the Colong’s founders,
Reverend John Davcnport, who is said to have exhorted his congregation in the words of
|saiah 16:3 to “[ide the outcasts, bctrag not him that wandereth”. Latcr the two men hid for
some months in a cave within what is now \West Rock Kidgc State Park. |n 1664 as the long
arm of the crown drew ever closer the two fled again, this time north to the frontier vi”agc of
Had]cg, Massachusetts, where thcg lived out the remainder of their lives in a secret room
within the house of Reverend Jol-m Russell. |n 1670 Lgclia, bg then a young woman of 19,
accompanied her brother Daniel to }ﬂac”ey where she spent aPProximate[}j a year living with
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the Russell Family and attencling to the needs of the Fugitives Wl‘ra”cy and Goffe. Wl—:a”eg
died in Hac”63 inié674 and (Goffe's fate, evera closelg guardccl secret, remains unclear.

Lgdia Fisher returned from Hac”eg in about 1671. |n October of 1674 she married
Nathaniel Cl—:icl«iring of Dedham as his second wife and the two had nine children. On
Nathaniel's death in 1694 she moved into the house that he had built for them in what is now
Dover. The property survives as 77 [Taven Street, alt%ough the original house was
demolished in 1767. T here is no evidence to indicate that Lgdia shared the story of her
joumcg to Hadlcg or betraye& the enormous secret entrusted to her until late in her own life
when she confided in her minister, Reverend Jonat!ﬁan Townsend of Needham. T ownsend
recorded it in his cliarﬂ on the c]ay of her death at 86 years of agein 1737, noting “]’xaving lived
a virtuous life, she died universa”g respcctcc{, and came to her grave in a full age as a shock of

corn cometh in his season.”

Flisha [ [ ce

Odc to Yout!"a

Jt is hard to ovcr~cmP]ﬁasiLe the value of the work we do with little kids, and the fun we have
cloirxg it. Octobcr 17th was a case in Poir\t when Daisy Troop 85%86 Paid a visit to the
Cary[ [House. [For the uninitiated, a Daisg Scout is in kinc{crgarten or 1% gradc - younger
even than a Brownie. Jd lost touch with the attention span of little gir]s and feared the worst.
Anxictg wasted! Tl’]cy wiggied and chattered to be sure, but none of it mattered because
their c{cxcir\ing characteristic was inquisitivcncss — veritable sponges, cach clcvouring
information in excess of her wcight. This seemed to favor [ecchjars, outhouses and brow-
wrinl([ir\g Puzz_]cmcr\t at the notion of a world without running water and central hcating, but
also tl"nought?u[ reflection bcgond their years about what it would mean to have been a kid in
Dover 200 years ago. Tl’xcg had wonderful qucs’cions andjoic de vivre to spare. As our time
togct)‘lcr drew to a closc] we talked about them coming back for the Holidag Fartg. Tl‘ucy
Prouc“g Proclucccl a thank you gipc — natura”y a gcrbcra daisg And then tlﬂcg were gone,
]caving the house quict and me gcc[ing gui]tg for having had even more fun than thcg did.

The Fo”owing Saturclag | was grcctcd bg a little bog exclaiming ‘Do you live in this house? |
want to live in a houscjust like this one.” [is mother cxplaincd how he had been introduced
to the miniature loom at the Cary[ Grand RC~OPcning three weeks PriorA Having become
captivatec] bg it, he could not be deterred from mal(ing this return visit. r‘le worked at the loom

>



for a bit before armouncing bol&lg that he thought he would become a teacher when he grew
up, Perl—:aps a l—n’storg teacher.

Minutes later a master teacher in his own right began his class in the [Hall. Mark Yesko had
come to teach us all how to care for our antiquc furniture. Demonstrating the same bogish
enthusiasm of my young weaver, Mark told us Preci5613 what to do and not do — tota”g open,
rxo[cfing back nothing, confident in his knowlcc{ge that most of us would never trust valued
Pieces to our own tentative competencics, nor invest the sweat equit}j to imProve‘ This | will
tell you: there is something better than mayonnaise to deal with water rings on your clining
room table. Anditis ]ike[}j to be found in your bathroom. All will be revealed at the Ho|ic133
Fart\lj‘

Flease P[ar\ to come to the party. Jt's a special way to get into a I—lo!ic!ay frame of mind. \We
trulg need additional docents and Provic]ers of sweet or savory gooc’ics‘ We also need
additional masters and mistresses of cones, sprigs, wreaths, buds and swags to help decorate
the housc; we will gatl—aer at the house at 10 a.m. on Saturc]aﬂ, DecemEer 8&' for this purpose.
H:you signecl up with Amg Wilcox to be a docent or to contribute floral arrangements, | know
who you arel Mang thanks! Additional volunteers are urgecl to give me a call at 785-1190.

Baréara /’7’ /’> almer
Curator, Cargl Housc

The |ure of Old Barns

The Fisl"ncr Barn is15 years older than the OH I:armeﬁs A]manac I dor’t know if that's a
useful reference Poir\t but it says somctlﬁing about the value that we P‘acc on the Prcscrvation
of things that are so ordir\ar9 as to be nearlg invisible. Barr\s are Practical and anonymous
structures that fade into the rest of the countrgsidc unless adorned with aclvcrtisir\g for Mail
FPouch tobacco (one of West \/irginia’s ghcts to dental hygicnc, the last of such barns was
Paintccl in the car]3 1990s, now gone the way of the Burma Sl‘uavc sign) T!‘lc Sig!‘lt of a
ncatig maintained barn (with or without silo) and other outbuiidings is one of the small
Plcasurcs of driving tl‘;rough agricultural areas, and itis Ht’cing that Dover should possess one
of the oldest and best Prescrvcc] barns in the country.

T]‘IC Fisl‘ner barn, [oving]9 dismant[ccl, moved from Ccntrc Strcct, and reassembled on
Dedham Street, is one of the most visible sgmbols of the [Historical Socictg’s mission to

preserve and educate. ] ools and artifacts from the colonial Pcriocl to the present serve to tie

4,



the structure to the }‘yistorg and economy of Dover, and the space possesses excellent
acoustics for the occasional musician (most recently the talented Diane | araz) and the

Present curator’s struggles with the oboe.

The Barnis openon Saturdags cluring the warmer months and Proviclcs an oPPortunitg to
secjust what goes onin one of those anonymous structures that seem to be vanishing from

our laﬂ&SCSPCSA

No Mail Pouch tobacco available on the Prcmises, however.
Kichard Vhite
Curator, [Tisher Barn

Sawin Museum

We are getting reaclg for the winter, as we will be closing at the end of November. \We will
open again in the Spring, and will be welcoming all volunteers for spccia] Projects orfor folks
who would like to contribute a few hours of their time to be docents and to learn more about
Dover's historg. ]t‘s rca”y casy to do this, and rcquircs no sPccia] knowlcclgc, 50 iFgou are

new to town or havejust never thought o\cgourse]F as being historica”g well versed, we will hc]P

gOUA

We rca”g rcly on our wonderful docents to kceP our ProPcrtics open during the Spring and
Fa” seasons. Sincc we are open on Saturdags from 1 FM to 4 FM, one's time contributions
can be as little as three hours per year. | the scheme of tl"nir\gs, with all of us bcing s0 busg in
our livcs, three hours does not seem like much to most Fo]ks, butitisa huge and wonderful ghct
to the Dover r”‘listorica| Societg, and allows us to continue with our mission to Providc
educational oPPortunitics for both children and adults in our T own. We are cnormouslg
gratmcu[ to the small but trustwor‘tl’ry band of volunteers who suPPort our Propcrtics and l‘rc]P
kccP us vibrant and cngagcc{ in the commum’t&

So, iFgou are curious about this Potentia”3 rcwarding volunteer oPPortunitg, we hoPc you
will come in to volunteer, but hcgou cannot do so, come in anyway to see our wonderful
collections of Dover's historical artifacts. You will, Pcrl‘:aps, be surPrisccl }35 the qualitg of our
three museums, and will lﬁoPmCu“g learn about the beautiful town that we are so fortunate live
in. We hoPc to see you soon!

Fay Bacher

Curator, Sawin Museum
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In Memoriam -~ 2012

CesarPrea
Merritt Brown
Gilen Buck]eg

The Rev. Deane Clark

Robcrt Connors

Robcr‘t Cour‘temarcl’wc
Donna & William Cragc

Elizabcth Dawson
Barbara Dolan
Susan Fllis
Jamcs Fos’ccr
E_K Frctwe”
[Hazel Gogucn
Mar3 Grew
Patricia [Heilner
E_|eanor Hicl(cy
\/irginia Ho[mes
F]’]i!ip Jones

John Kirlﬁy
Fatrick D. Krolack
Fatrick M. Kro!acl(

Rita Krolack
Archibald |_ade, Jr.
Rcbccca L’chrcux
Mary Virginia |_ordi
Barbara Markhus
Philip McChesney
Cecelia Meau
James McDonnell
F va Miller

Faula chi”c
Joseph Plumb, Jr.
T"]arold Fl‘li”ips
Cur‘tis Frout, MD
Clco Repetti
Ric!warcl Russe”
Kenneth Seaman
Marg Simonds
Bet’cy Sivacek
E_mest Stockwcll
Nicholas Vinios
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O{:Ficers and Board Members

President Flishal ee (508)785-165%
Vice Fresiclcnt Jacl( l'*loeh]ein (508)479-1 937
Secretarﬂ Priscilla Joncs (508)785-02%6
Treasurer Sue Fitzgera[c! (508)785-2161

Car}j[ Tﬂouse Barbara Fa[mcr (508)785-1 190
Curator
Fisher Barn Richard White (508)78 5-3197
Curator
Sawin Museum Fag Bacher
Curator

Fund Raising [eather r"‘lodgson (508)78 5-1977
r"‘lospita[ity Dorothy Bog!an (508)78 5-1980
Fub[ic Frograms C]are Burkc <508)78 5-1357

Fub[ic Rc]ations Sue Know]cs <508)78 5-0858

Schoo[ Frograms
\/o[untecrs Amg Wi[cox <6 i 7)266~i 360

Advisorg Board

elcejr@verizon.net
Jhoéhlein@hotmai].com
Prisci”am’ones@gahoo.com
suefitzgeralc{@comcast.net
]Dar]DaraPalmer
@comcast.net

whitefork@verizon.net

U nPac‘(ingSolutions
@comcast.net

DLBoglan@att.nct

clarcbur‘cc@comcash net

susa nncknowles@aol,com

amgdwilcox@mac.com

Pam K unkemueller Judg Schulz

Shirleﬂ McGill Deirdre Winc‘sonbai[ey
Dale Cabot Fatty t‘lowe

Kim Phelan



Mark Your Calendar

Suncfag, Decembcr 9 2to4 FM Holiclaq OPCH House

The Annual Carg[ House Holiclag OPen House. F[easejoin us for a celebration of the
ho[i&a}j season. Erjog festive decorations and seasonal music with carols led by Christophcr
K eene, Choral Director at the Dover Sherborn Regional High School. Childrern’s

activities. Feriocl refreshments will be served.

Thursday,\)anuarg 17 atii:15 AM Museumm

At the lsabc”a Stcwart Garclner Museum, Guic{ed 60-minute tour of the museum’s
Co”cctior\ r"‘lighlights includir\g the new addition. Admission: $ i 7.00/Senior,
$ZOAOO/AcJu]t which is Pagab]c at the door }35 cash, credit card or check. OPtional: | unch
at Calcé C] RS\/F to C]are Burkc at 508-785-1%57 or clareburke@comcast.net

chnesc{ay, Fcbruarﬂ 17 at7:30 FM DOVCFBOQS@[’_O%
At the Dover Librarg, | ower Level. [ lisha | ee, Prcsidcnt of the Dover [istorical
Socicty, will sPcak on DOVCI’BOﬂS Go to War

Thursday, March 21 at 7:30 FM Annual Mcctingo_]ctﬁ_c Societq

At the Dover Library, | ower cheL Armual Mecting of the Dover r”‘]istorical 50(:1‘6?94
Mark Hu”iung Ph.D., the Richard Koret Professorof the Histor3 of |deas at Prandeis
Urxiversitﬂ, will spcak on Was the American Kevolution a Kevolution?.

T hird A nnual Freservation A ward

You are invited to recommend gourpavoritc restoration of a historic Propcrtg to receive our
Third Annua] Preservation Awar& F mail your suggestion to Dr—]éi 895@aol.com or mail it
to Box 554, Dovcr, MA 02030 bg f:cbruarﬂ 1,2013%.



